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Questions with Answers - Adobe Acrobat Files 

Sometimes while using the Internet, you may discover a page which you will want to refer to
again.  One option is to bookmark the page, but then if you want to refer to it again, you better be
online.  So, you may want to print the page, instead.  Of course, you can always print any page
you currently are viewing on the Internet by hitting the print button at the top of your browser
screen.  However, you may only be interested in the text and any graphics related to that text, and
not necessarily interested in all the web-related page headers, footers, blank spaces and other
graphics which are on the screen, and so will also appear on your print out.  All that extra web-
related stuff can not only clutter up your printout, but it wastes paper, too.  By offering Adobe
Acrobat PDF files, the IDEM Permit Guide, and other IDEM-related sites allow you to
conveniently print out concise copies of web-based information and other documents, or to save
those same (clutter-free) documents on your personal computer hard drive for later use.

What is Acrobat PDF?
Acrobat is the name for a family of software products from Adobe Systems, Inc. The idea is that
any document in PDF format, when viewed on-screen, represents the exact appearance of the
document if you were to print it on your computer's printer. Unlike printing from webpages, a
printed PDF file appears exactly as it does on your monitor, without wasted space, incorrect or
enlarged fonts, and the graphic symbols that appear in webpages.  PDF files can be viewed and
printed by anyone with the freely available Adobe Acrobat Reader software.  When compared
with printing out webpages, PDF files usually use less paper and the printouts are more
consistent, readable, and polished in appearance.  PDF files may also be saved to your
computer's hard drive for future reference.

Elsewhere on the IDEM website, you may run across permit application forms and instructions
that are available in Acrobat PDF format.  Some of the newer forms take advantage of Acrobat's
fill-in capability, so permit applicants can enter text into form fields, print the document out, and
mail it to IDEM.

What software do I need to view Acrobat PDF files?
To view and print Adobe Acrobat PDF files, you need to have Adobe Acrobat Reader software
installed on your computer.  The latest version of Adobe Acrobat Reader can be downloaded for
free from the Adobe Acrobat Reader Download Page.  The free Adobe Acrobat Reader also
allows you to save any PDF document to your hard drive, though any information you enter into
form fields on some of IDEM's new permit applications is not saved along with the rest of the
document unless you purchase the full Adobe Acrobat software package.

How do I download PDF Files?
If you have the Adobe Acrobat Reader software installed on your computer (available from
http://www.adobe.com/products/acrobat/readstep2.html), you can click on the link to any PDF file,



and view (or print) the PDF document as it appears in your browser.  However, when you move to
another link or click "back" to go to the previous page visited, you can no longer view the PDF file,
as your browser window's content will be replaced with that of the page you have navigated to.  If
you would like to retain an electronic version of the PDF document on your computer, it's easy to
save the file to your hard drive so that it may be viewed or printed directly from the Adobe Acrobat
Reader software at any time, regardless of whether or not you are connected to the Internet.

One way to download PDF documents is to simply click on the link to the document.   If you have
Adobe Acrobat Reader or other Adobe Acrobat software installed on your computer, the file will
soon open in your web-browser.  Save the document to your hard-drive by clicking on the small
disk icon that appears at the upper-left hand side of the frame surrounding the PDF document,
and, using the dialog box that appears, navigating to the desired location on your hard drive to
place the PDF file for future use and clicking on "save."  Alternately, you can click on "File"/"Save"
from the menu-bar at the top of your browser window. 

Another method (for PC users only) is to right-click on the link to the PDF file, and, in the menu
that appears, select "Save Target As…" (for Internet Explorer) or "Save Link As…" (for Netscape
Navigator/Communicator).

Additional Questions
Why is some of the text in the Permit Guide PDF files colored blue?
The blue text represents hyperlinks that exist in the online (HTML) version of each document.  If
you are interested in viewing the linked information, simply visit the online version of the Permit
Guide page from which the link originates, and click on the corresponding link from within your
web-browser.

Are the PDF versions of Permit Guide pages identical in content to the HTML versions?
Yes, in content, the HTML and PDF versions of Permit Guide pages are identical and are always
updated simultaneously to reflect changes in environmental rules and statutes.  However, unlike
the Permit Guide web-pages, the PDF versions do not contain hyperlinks to obtain any additional
information through the Internet on the given topic.  The PDF files are primarily intended to
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provide "printer-friendly" versions of the HTML pages they complement. On the other hand, the
online (HTML) web-pages that make up the Permit Guide, are far more interactive and efficient
for use in obtaining information on a topic, as they link to additional information sources and other
Permit Guide pages covering topics relevant to the permitting topic that you are interested in.  

For More Information:

A somewhat dated, but still relevant Acrobat PDF Tutorial is available at
http://w3.aces.uiuc.edu/AIM/scale/tutorials/Acrobat/index.html

You can also see the Acrobat FAQ from Adobe Systems, Inc. at
http://www.adobe.com/products/acrobat/pdfs/acr4faq.pdf ( pdf file )


